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miners had become rough geologists, and in one subsequent voyage
with them they were looking keenly at the mountains for slate.
My chief had had a very useful talk with the best of these men.
What they most wanted was a Warden competent to deal with the
disorderly contingent who are the curse of all gold fields and to issue
miners' rights. He had promised to find them one, and to my dismay
I found that I was to be offered up. When I objected that I could do
nothing without police to enforce my decisions, they laughed and said,
" You won't want any police, mister, while we're about. We'll see
that your word goes. All we want is someone who's not a digger:
we'll do the rest."
So I became the first Warden of the Sudest gold field, and I held
office for two whole days, to the apparent satisfaction of my con-
stituents.
On the third day, when the Hygeia was about to sail, my
chief announced that he had found a man to relieve me, a man of
high character, who was personally popular with the miners, and so
I was free to continue with the expedition.
We were now a larger party than had ever embarked on the yacht
before, for my chief, with characteristic foresight, had offered a
passage to twenty of the most respectable miners upon conditions.
For his part he would land them wherever they liked for the purpose
of prospecting; for theirs, they would undertake to act as special
constables whenever their services might be required. Some of them
were rough diamonds; there was a strong infusion of Queensland
Irishmen, whose opinion of the mother country, as wafted to me
through the cabin skylight, was disturbing to listen to, but they were
sober and orderly, and they fulfilled their part of the bargain in full.
I found them keenly scanning the cliffs of St. Aignan as we ran the
length of the island. They had marked the presence of slate, and
presently they asked my chief to let them land if it was consistent
with the safety of the vessel.
At last a suitable anchorage was found : the men were landed, while
we opened up communication with the natives. They returned in the
evening empty-handed, but events proved that they were right. Long
after the Sudest gold field was abandoned the new field in St. Aignan
was being worked.
I adopted at this island the plan of other collectors.  We made it